











B CULTIVATING OPPORTUNITIES

ore than 60% of our students face
Meconomic challenges that impact
school attendance, participation
in extracurricular activities and high school
graduation. Last year more than 500 students
were homeless, moving from place to place
and school to school in search of a place
to call home. Flagler County Education
Foundation is making a difference by providing
students in low income families with college
scholarships, mentors, school supplies and
essential clothing items.

FOR FAMILIES

Last year STUFF Bus provided more than
1,400 students with essential clothing items
that included shoes, socks, and underwear.
Imagine the relief that a child feels when she
is taken to the guidance counselor to select a
new pair of shoes from the STUFF Bus closet
and returns to class within an hour.

The Take Stock in Children Program
provides students like Caitlin Peterson the
opportunity to pursue their dreams. Caitlin
is currently studying videography at Florida

State University. The Take Stock in Children
Program offered Caitlin mentoring and the
opportunity to earn a college scholarship. In
the last school year, 65 students were enrolled
in the Take Stock in Children Scholarship and
Mentoring program.

The Josh Crews Writing Project honors the
memory of a young writer and story teller who
died far too young. Each year for the past four
years, students participating in before and

after school writing clubs are invited to have
their work published in an anthology called,
“Write On.” While all students benefit from
creative expression, students from low income
families often live in marginalized communities
whose members don’t often have the
experience of being heard or acknowledged.
The Josh Crews Writing Project creates a
space where all students will be heard and
praised, both as individuals and members of a
school community. m

| JUST WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW HOW GRATEFUL | AM

FOR THE YEARS OF MOTIVATION AND CONFIDENCE THIS
SCHOLARSHIP HAS INSTILLED IN ME. | HAVE LEARNED THAT
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE AS LONG AS YOU WORK HARD, STAY
POSITIVE AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE. ’ ’

Caitlin Peterson | TSIC Scholarship Student



8 CLUB

Club 25 began in 2015 in celebration of
Flagler County Education Foundation’s

25th year serving Flagler County’s families,
teachers, businesses and community. The
following community leaders stepped forward
to contribute annual gifts of at least $500 to
be used in the area of greatest need.

George & Lucy Allison
Michael Beadle

Jim Bowe

Nancy & Rob Carlton
Richard & Polly Conkling
Megan Convery

David Alfin

Catherine Evans
Bonnie & David Hobbs
Jean Hunter

Ron Huxtable

Garry Lubi

Joseph Marotti

Ken & Diane Neu
Buddy & Anne Rogers
David Taylor

Stephen & Karen Thomas
Trevor Tucker

Brian & Jacki Unger
Jane Walter

Deborah Williams

Joe & Kelly Wright
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and began to understand the challenges
facing many of our students and their
families. | was also impressed with the
innovation in the Flagler Schools and the
benefits to our students. | was hooked.
After a career in nonprofit management
and leadership, | decided this was where
my volunteer efforts could have an impact,
so | jumped in to work on fundraising and
infrastructure for the FCEF.

In 2008, | joined the Flagler County

In the last 8 years, | have had the pleasure
and privilege of working with numerous
talented volunteers and staff of both the
FCEF and the Flagler County Schools. When

Club 25 was formed as an opportunity to
provide a sustaining gift each year, it was

a natural for my husband, Rob and me. He
worked in education for over 30 years and
we both believe that a well-educated student
population makes the community a better
place to live.

Seeing first-hand the innovative ways our
students are being taught, inspires us to
continue to support the FCEF. Programs not
covered by public dollars, such as Stuff Bus,
Teacher Innovation Grants and Take Stock

In Children are having a positive impact on
student achievement and we are proud to be
partners with the FCEF in Club 25 to continue
these programs. m



